
By combining academic theory with practical real-life experience, service-learning provides 
students with a broader and deeper understanding of the course content, fosters their sense of civic 
engagement, and sharpens their insights into themselves and their place in the community. The 
concept is a simple one: Students provide service in their community that is directly connected to 
their academic coursework, and the community provides an educational experience for the student.
The purpose of service learning is, in essence to bene�t both the provider and recipient of the 
service.

Socialtours over the years has been facilitating students from Australia, United States , Germany, The 
Netherlands and Korea to apply their skills in �elds as diverse as nursing, engineering, art therapy to 
climate change.

Community Living and Design Summit

Thirty-two students across various colleges in Australia descended on three remote villages in 
Syangja district of Nepal with the objective to learn and to give back to these remote mountain 
communities.

A �ve-day sojourn which included living within the community in homestays and working in close 
coordination with various socio-economic organizations of the village produced a spectacular result 
at the end. The design presentations by the students on various aspects ranging from sanitation, 
water harvesting and waste management went a long way in bettering the living standards of the 
community.
The students in return came back with a deep sense of gratitude and emotional attachment to 
the families and the village they were associated with. For the students it was a life transforming 
experience which was clearly visible towards the end of the program.

Medical Placement and Knowledge sharing

In another instance of service learning 24 nursing students from diverse colleges in Australia visit 
Nepal and partake in three weeks of educational and cultural exchange with a local hospital in the 
suburbs of Kathmandu.

The nursing students work along with local students in the hospital and observe medical practices 
in Nepal. They bring a di�erent medical culture to the local community that use the hospital and in 
return the visiting students take home a very di�erent way of medicinal practice.
Joint educational classes and presentations with local nursing students is a win win situation for 
both parties where not only knowledge but also culture is shared.

A common platform that bonds the local community, the local nursing students and the visiting 
students.
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Art Therapy | Teachers Training 

Students practicing art therapy in Mercyhurst and Ursuline college visit Nepal every year and visit 
schools in less advantaged communities and impart art therapy training to the teachers. This sharing 
of knowledge helps in the continuity of the art and is not a one-time session. The visiting students 
give what they have learnt to the community schools and the schools in return provide a platform to 
experience education, culture and lifetime which in many cases is an experience that transforms 
one’s outlook towards life.

Studying | Observing e�ects of climate change in mountain communities

Climate change and its consequences are a raging issue in the world today. Environment Science 
students from the various universities in the United States get an opportunity to visit places in the 
Himalayas and the rain forests of Nepal to observe �rst-hand the outcomes of global warming and 
its e�ects in the lifestyle of the local  mountain community.
They also visit a national park in the southern rain forests to observe wildlife conservation and how 
community forests has changed the whole concept of forest | wildlife conservation.

Why Nepal???

Nepal is steeped in history and culture and is proud of its rich heritage. The religions of Hinduism and 
Buddhism co-exist and �ourish, providing a wealth of ornate temples, stupas and other religious 
monuments and symbols. Whilst cities like Kathmandu, Bhaktapur and Patan display a smorgasbord 
of heritage sites, the country is primarily a country made up of small villages and rural farmlands and 
to many it is amongst these tiny, hill settlements that the 'heart and soul' beats. Indeed, it is said that 
if you walk a kilometer or two from a road, you'll walk back a couple of hundred years in time.

Why Socialtours??

We are at the forefront of responsible travel in Nepal. We initiate new networking and joint marketing 
e�orts, such as the Green Circuit in the sub-continent, and design o�-beat products in Nepal, such 
as the Tamang Heritage Trail, the Chepang Hill Trail, and Shamanism Treks. We actively promote 
service learning in Nepal (focusing on responsible volunteering) and are working on the principles 
and management of Travel Philanthropy (which can be devastating if unchecked).  
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